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Cannibal Jack
Request for information! One of our correspondents has a copy of a book 'Ran Away
From Home' by Cannibal Jack (aka William Diaper) and is trying to find out any
information of when it was first published and how many editions there were, and
currently has not been able to locate another copy anywhere. So if anyone can help out
or if you have a copy under the bed please let us know.
Poor Law Board
A friend who has been cataloguing correspondence between the Poor Law Board and the
Southampton Incorporation Workhouse for the National Archives. Knowing of your editors
interest in Diapers one entry leapt out for Rhoda Diaper of Pembroke Square whose
rateable value is £7 and the sum excused in £1 5s. 7d. in 1856.
Pembroke Square used to be just off of the Bargate on the Eastern side. So if anyone
knows more about Rhoda please let us know.
Diaper Heritage Association & the Arts
The Association recently contributed to the squarefooter campaign at The Point in
Eastleigh. Staff at the Point were a great help to us during our year of events around the
exhibition so we wanted to say thanks for a modest £25 per 'foot' the association name is
now immortalised on the Squarefooters Wall in the new Creation Centre, so if you are ever
in Eastleigh pop in and have a look.
Houses of Old Itchen: Merry Oak
Merry Oak was built about 1800 probably for Hugh Keane who lived there with his family
until about 1810. The house and grounds of several acres were then acquired by George
Ede, brother of James Ede of Ridgeway Castle, who died in 1821, leaving a widow and
young son. The widow married the Reverend J B Magennis and moved away in 1840, and
George Ede's son died in 1843. A long squabble among the Ede family over ownership of
the estate ensued, which was taken to the High Court of Chancery, but eventually
resolved privately in 1859. In the meantime Merry Oak was let to John Hopton Forbes,
who may have brought the estate when it was sold by the Edes in 1859, as he continued
to live there until the earl 1870s. Merry Oak was then acquired by George Errington,
whose widow survived there until 1920; shortly thereafter the house was demolished to
create the housing estate which was completed in the early 1930s. It was to this estate
that many Diapers moved after the ferry village was bombed in 1940.
With Regret
A recent obituary was forwarded to us from the Portsmouth News which featured 'an
acclaimed scientist who also enjoyed an international music career' the late Dennis Diaper.
A synopsis is detailed below
Born in Portsmouth in the 1920s was educated at Northern Secondary School and went to
Oriel College, Oxford in 1943 as the Wraxhall Scholar. He studied under Sir Stuart
Robinson, winner of the 1947 Nobel Prize for chemistry. He served in the RAF reserves
and in 1949 married Edwina Clapson and moved to Canada where he was a professor at
the Royal Military College for 35 years. During this time he also took a sabbatical to teach

in Zambia and Nigeria and published over a hundred scientific articles. On his retirement
in 1992 he continued to travel, he also had a life time interest in music having an
international career in choral music. Many of you would have met Dennis's daughter Oriel
who joined us for the Diaper conference at The Dolphin during our Finale events in 2007.
The ‘Lipton Cup’

We were recently sent images of a medal commemorating a race that took place in 1907
for the ‘Lipton Cup’, the sender wondered if we had any knowledge. What we have dug
up so far is that is was and event called the Fisherman’s Race and was held in August
1907 as part of an event in Boston, America. The race took place in Massachusetts Bay
and was run over 42 miles. The cup was silver gilt and enamel and was the largest ever
made under the auspicious of Sir Thomas Lipton. The Rose Dorothea swept to victory,
beating five other vessels, her home port was Provincetown, originally where the Pilgrim
Fathers landed back in 1620. The race was never run again so the cup was never placed
in contention. The crew members that are known were: Antone Amaral, Isadore Jesse
Fratus, Joseph R Holmes, Willie Jason, Joseph Leal, Manuel Marshall, Manuel Perry,
Antone Prada, Thomas, O’Donnell, Eduardo Salvador, William Silva, Manuel Souza, Joseph
‘Iron Horse’ Vera and John Wilson. As many of the names suggest there were many
fishermen of Portuguese descent living in Provincetown at this time. A fictionalised
version of the tale can be found in ‘Flying Fishermen’ by Jeremiah Digges in the 1941 book
Great Waters by Josef Berger.
End of the Financial Year
The Association continues to be financially healthy with income from book and disk sales
covering outgoings – newsletter, maintenance of website, updates for the family tree. We
are looking for new committee members so if you are local to Southampton and have a
few hours to spare and would like to help out, please contact either Julie or Cheryl below.
The Way Forward
We are looking at ways to re-generate interest for existing members and encourage new
ones. Our plans for the coming year include revamping the website to improve the
genealogy section and make it easier to spot new information that has been added and
new research. Secondly whilst we are still struggling with trying to get a reprint of Tom
Diaper’s Log we have thought about producing a digital version which would also include
detailed footnotes, new photographs of individuals and vessels and other additional
material. If all goes well we would try and get something ready for next Christmas. So

please let us know your thoughts.
From time to time we also get asked about organising some sort of event, there is a
possibility in 2011 that there will be history conference in Southampton which the
association might take part in and we could perhaps organise something alongside that.
In 2012 of course it will be the 100th anniversary of the sailing of the Titanic on which
several Diaper ancestors sailed so we could re-present our talk and performance piece on
that linked with a social event. Again feedback would be great. Alternatively you might
have had enough of the DHA and we could work instead towards archiving our material
and calling it a day. So comments and suggestions please!
Web hits
Since launching the website back in 2006 we have had 363255 hits (or people actually
look at the website). This is broken down by year as follows:2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

108013
54438
84054
88714
28036 (up to 29th March 2010)

Family tree entries
As ever the family tree continues to grow, with small amounts of new data showing up all
the time. As always we look at the new information and check it against the details we
already hold, and where possible ask that the people supplying the new data confirm
where they sourced the data from (i.e. Birth, death and marriage certificates, parish
records census records, etc, etc.)
The family trees stats are as follows:Total number of individuals
Total number of marriages
Earliest Birth (linked in)
Total number of generation
Total number of different surnames

9768
2989
Abt. 1500 John Dyaper
20
1748

Of this 7,482 are actually linked to John Dyaper (abt. 1500) which means that there are
2,286 individual that we have not yet linked up to the main family tree. Some of the
individuals that we have not manage to link in yet come from other parts of the UK, such
as Suffolk and Berkshire. People let us have details of there families from other areas in
the hopes that we could link all the Diaper Families up somewhere along the line. This is
something we have not yet been able to achieve, but feel that with all the missing links
and in some cases lack of detailed records to research a link might not be found, but you
never know.
Research Help – trying to find
We have recently had some new information come in and we would like some help to see
if we can find out more details. We have the following information already:
John Joseph Diaper married Mary Doling in 1847, they had 16 Children but the only one
we are following through on is their daughter Elizabeth Ann Diaper who married Thomas
Unwin in 1866. We have 5 children listed to Elizabeth and Thomas Unwin, and child we

are following through on is John Joseph Unwin who married Susan Phoebe-Stanley Hooper
in 1903. We have 9 children listed to John and Susan, but will we only be looking to find
more information on their daughter Iris Madge Unwin who married Charles Harris in 1922.
We have traced on birth indexes 3 children Charles J T Harris born about 1925, Stanley
Harris born about 1926 and Iris Kathleen Harris born 27 June 1924. We have more
information on Iris Kathleen Harris, but would like to find more information out about her
brothers Charles and Stanley, and to see if there are any other living family from this
direct line. We appreciate that there are a lot of other branches to this part of the family
tree but it is only the direct links to Iris Kathleen Harris and her parents that we are
interested in at this time. If you can help with more information please contact Julie –
details listed below. Thank you.
Publications
We still have the following available to purchase:
Book - We Only Wore Shoes on a Sunday – £5.00 plus £2.50
post & packing.
DVD rom - The
Diaper
Family tree - £14.99 plus
£2.50 post & packing.

Book – Southampton’s Marquis and other mariners by Gerald
Mornington - £5.00 plus £2.50 post & packing.
If you wish to purchase any of the above, please send your requests
along with your payment (cheques made payable to Diaper Heritage
Association) to Julie. See below for details.

Contacts.
Genealogy & Mailing list, Publications & General enquiries – Julie Barker, 31 Archery Road,
Woolston, Southampton. SO19 9EQ or tel: 023 8043 6062, (julie.dbarker@tiscali.co.uk).
Newsletter & website editorial – Cheryl Butler (cherylbutler@eastleigh.gov.uk) or 121
Bernard Street, Southampton. SO14 3EA.
Website : www.diaperheritage.com

