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Cannibal Jack
In response to an article in the last newsletter Richard Porter has been researching
the works of Cannibal Jack aka William Diaper. There seem to be two distinct books
about Cannibal Jack, the first had two printings:
“Ran Away from Home: a Life of Adventure” by Cannibal Jack (3s 6d in 1865 and 2s in
1866) in The English Catalogue of Books 1863-1872. However Richard thinks there
could have been some confusion as in the same catalogue he also found a book by
Mayne Reid also called 'Ran Away from Home: a Life of Adventure' published in 1866
at 3s 6d. Reid also wrote “Lost Lenore” the catalogue attributes this to Charles Beach
a supposed pseudonym used by Reid who passed himself off as the books editor.
Reid's widow wrote that 'Beach' was christened 'Cannibal Charlie' by her husband as
he had lived with cannibals. Reid was a prolific author of adventure stories one of
which was called “Ran Away to Sea” in 1858. Confusion reigns!!
Richard reports that in the Library of Congress catalogue for the period up to July 31
1942, the following book was published twice in 1928:
1. Diapea, William
Cannibal Jack: the true autobiography of a white man in the South seas, by William
Diapea: printed from the manuscript in the possession of the Rev. James Hadfield,
with a foreward by H. de Vere Stacpoole. London, Faber & Gwyer Limited [1928].
xxii, 241, [1] pp. frontispiece, facsimile, maps of lining papers.
“A few extracts from the autobiography of William Diapea alias “Cannibal Jack”.
(These extracts embrace the long gone-by years of 1843 up to 1847 – the last
inclusive.”
2. Diapea, William
[as above, except for publisher and pagination:] New York, London, G.P. Putnam's
sons, 1928, xxii, 236 pp
The British Museum General Catalogue of Printed Books up to 1955 includes No1.
Above, but gives on the short title and adds
[with an introduction by James Hadfield, with plates, including a facsimile] pp xxii,
214, Faber & Gwyer: London, 1928.
Both catalogues spell the name as Diapea, which could be an error by Hadfield or the
publisher. No other works are listed. James Hadfield was described as of the Loyalty
Isles, South Pacific, in the Who's Who entry of his son, James Arthur Hadfield (18821967). It seems James senior died in the early 1930s. Stacpoole above, was the
author of The Blue Lagoon.
Christopher Legge has written a biographical sketch on William diaper in The Journal
of Pacific History vol I, issue 1 (1966) pp79-90.
Website
Some new photographs have been loaded on the America's cup website showing the
skipper of the Fairey, Herbert Diaper, setting sails in a wind tunnel.
http://www.americascupmasters.com/Americas_Cup_Masters/News/Entries/2010/5/4_Herbert
_Diaper_at_Hayes_1933.html

With Regret
One of our stalwart members Mrs Stella Diaper sadly died on 9th May at Southampton
General Hospital. Our thoughts and wishes are with her family.
Another of our members Gladys May Diaper (nee Duke) sadly died on 23rd July 2010
at Southampton General Hospital. Our thoughts and wishes are with her family.
Also Sylvia Elsie May Knowles (nee Pugh) sadly died on 13th July 2010. Again our
thoughts and wishes are with her family.
Pear Tree Church
Rev Firman has let us know that
enough money has been raised to
restore the memorial to Richard
Parker in the Peartree churchyard.
The Association helped get the fund
raising going during our year of
exhibitions and events by running a
number of events at the Church
including the staging of a play about
the tragic death of Richard Parker.
See our website for further details.

Tudor Southampton
During 2011 there are going to be a number of events celebrating Southampton's
Tudor heritage and marking the re-opening of Tudor House museum. A number of
local heritage associations are getting involved including the Diaper Heritage
Association. As part of a conference we will be joining the Willis-Fleming Trust for a
session which will look at both families Tudor ancestors and how the archives and
earlier wills can help those studying family genealogy.
Talks
Interest in Itchen Ferry Village seems to be rising, this autumn the association has
been asked to do talks on the subject for Botley & Curdridge local history society,
Rownhams & Nursling local history society and Sunnyside retirement home.
Genealogy
The Diaper family tree continues to grow, and we are still getting new people
contacting us looking to see if they are part of our rather large family. Since the last
newsletter we have had 3 or 4 new people get in touch. New information is also still
coming to light through the births, deaths and marriage records, some of data is
helping to verify details which we already have and the rest is new information that in
due course should hopefully be linked up to our existing records. If anyone has
copies of certificates that they think may be of use to use we would welcome copies
being sent to us. Likewise if you think something you know or have may be of help no
matter how small it may seem please pass it on to us, you never know it could prove
to be a missing link that makes all the difference in connecting up other family
members that we were not aware of or had not yet been able to link up. As it stands

at present the family tree has 7,500 names all linked together, with another 2,500 still
being worked on to see if they can be linked into the family tree as well. The support
of all our members with this project is still very important to us as only you know of
any changes to your part of the family.
The Disappearance of John Diaper
When John Diaper signed on the Titanic as a fireman, he never intended to cause a
family mystery that lasted into the twenty-first century, but he did. At the time of his
signing on, he recorded his address as 102 Derby Road, where he was apparently
lodging. If he was in lodgings, it seems logical to assume that he would not wish to
pay for three weeks empty accommodation while he was at sea and therefore, took all
his belongings with him when he left to go on board the new ship.
Derby Road was situated in the parish of St Luke’s, which was described by the rector,
Dr James Trevaskis, as ‘the second church in the town...a population of 8,000 with
800 communicants’. The parishes in this area of the town were amongst the most
affected by the tragedy as many crew members lived there. After the Titanic sank
however, Dr Trevaskis was feeling too grief-stricken, by his own wife’s suffering and
impending death from cancer, to offer comfort to the bereaved families in his parish.
He therefore, asked his young curate the Reverend J L Beaumont James to undertake
the task of supporting the affected families. Having only joined the parish on 1
January 1912, it is unlikely that the young man was familiar with all the parishioners,
and probably viewed the task with some apprehension.
When he visited 102 Derby Road, on 24 April 1912 he recorded that ‘John Draper’ was
‘moved away?’ Had ‘John Draper’ gone away or had he drowned? Apparently, no one
living locally seemed to know. The piece written by the Reverend J. L. Beaumont
James in the parish magazine again reflected the uncertainty of John Diaper’s fate
while the continued mis-spelling of John Diaper’s surname in subsequent Titanic
reports and websites, helped to ensure that his ‘disappearance’ remained a mystery.
In the meantime, he got on and quietly lived his life away from the limelight
associated with the ship. It was not until the Diaper Heritage Association was set up
that its genealogical investigations finally solved the mystery.
Sources: Private Family Archive.
James Trevaskis. A Study in Personality by J L Beaumont James (H M Gilbert,
Southampton) p. 6.
St Luke’s Parish Magazine May 1912
[Editors note, John and his wife Alice had just lost their baby daughter at the time of
John’s transfer from the Olympic to the Titanic which might account for their home
being empty if Alice was staying elsewhere at this sad time]

Publications
We still have the following available to purchase:
Book - We Only Wore Shoes on a Sunday – £5.00 plus
£2.50 post & packing.
DVD rom - The
Diaper Family tree £14.99 plus £2.50 post
& packing.

Book – Southampton’s Marquis and other mariners by Gerald
Mornington - £5.00 plus £2.50 post & packing.
If you wish to purchase any of the above, please send your
requests along with your payment (cheques made payable to
Diaper Heritage Association) to Julie. See below for details.

Email
Please note that Diaper Heritage has a separate Email address that can also be used
to contact us. You will find that in future the newsletters will be sent from it. The
email address is diaperheritage@hotmail.co.uk Please be sure to add this to your
address book so that you always receive our emails.
Contacts
Genealogy & Mailing list, Publications & General enquiries – Julie Barker, 31 Archery
Road, Woolston, Southampton. SO19 9EQ or tel: 023 8043 6062,
(julie.dbarker@tiscali.co.uk).
Newsletter & website editorial – Cheryl Butler (cherylbutler@eastleigh.gov.uk) or 121
Bernard Street, Southampton. SO14 3EA.
Website: www.diaperheritage.com
Email: diaperheritage@hotmail.co.uk

