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Vicar of Peartree
One of the association’s greatest supporters at the time of the exhibition on Itchen Ferry was
the vicar of Peartree, Paul Firmin. Paul hosted the civic service, The Sad Tale of Richard
Parker and the Rev Davies Pageant events at the church. Sadly for his many friends he was
tempted away from Peartree in 2010 for another parish. For the foreseeable future Peartree
will no longer have its own vicar but rely on locum vicars from nearby churches. Before he
departed he managed to fulfil his long term aim to establish a maritime, history and ecology
trail around Pear Tree churchyard. The accompanying leaflet mentions the Diaper graves and
gives the link to our website and the trail also includes the renovation of the memorial to
Richard Parker – more of that later – the dedication of the trail and the new memorial took
place on 19 September 2010 and members of the Diaper Heritage Association were invited to
attend and to give the background to Richard Parker's story. We wish Paul and his family
every success in his new parish.
Richard Parker's new memorial
Our genealogist, Julie, along with members of the Parker clan, attended the dedication
service above but were a bit puzzled at an addition to the new Richard Parker memorial
which gives Sarah Parker as Richard's mother. However in the family tree we have his
mother as Mary Parker (nee Diaper). Trips to the archives and copies of death certificates
have not identified who 'Sarah Parker' was in relation to Richard. The Sarah Parker for whom
we have a death certificate shows she married a Benjamin Parker and her daughter-in-law
Kate was present at death. In the tree we have a Sarah Lonnon (sister to Eliza who married
a William Parker). From census records it looks like by 1871 Sarah was a widow with several
children and by 1881 she was married to a Benjamin Parker and the children she had with
first husband William Parker are all listed as step children to Benjamin Parker on the
census. By 1891 she is again a widow and Daniel her son and his wife Kate are living with
her along with her grand-daughter Kate. The only link we have found so far using the census
information is that Benjamin was also a widow when he married Sarah, and he had children
from his previous marriage, the 1881 census clarifies this. On trying to trace Benjamin before
marrying Sarah the only record we have found so far is that of a Benjamin Parker with a wife
called Louisa on the 1861 census, with children that can be linked back to those with him and
Sarah on the 1881 census. So we are trying to contact members of the parochial church
council to see what light they can shed on the mysterious Sarah on Richard Parker's
memorial.
With Regret
Sylvia Butler, grand-daughter of Tom Diaper of the Log fame, passed away and the end of
2010. Sylvia had revelled in all the interest and activity about the history of the Diapers,
especially the opportunity to meet up with extended family at the various events. The funeral
took place at the family church at Peartree and Sylvia was buried alongside many Diaper
ancestors in St Mary's Extra cemetery.
Norma Hamerton, grand-daughter to Tom Diaper of the Log fame, passed away on 18th

March 2011 after a short period of illness.
Michael Turtle, grandson of Tom diaper of the Log fame, passed away on 25th March 2011
after a short period of illness.
Curdridge Diapers
Three new Diapers have appeared in Curdridge! On giving a talk on Itchen Ferry to the local
Curdridge history group some of the audience announced they had been taught music and
secretarial skills by the two Miss Diapers. The ladies had been evacuated to Curdridge during
the Second World War with their widowed mother, and had never left. So far we have not
linked them to the family tree, so anyone who any more information please contact Julie.
Restoration of Woolston Memorial
The memorial to Itchen Ferry Village that had unfortunately been stolen has been replaced
and can be seen again adjacent to the old Yacht tavern in Woolston

The Local History Fair
Bitterne Local History Society is running the Local History Fair again on Saturday 16th April at
The Gregg School (Townhill Park House) and the Diaper Heritage Association will again be
having a stand. The first fair held two years ago was incredibly successful, so we are hoping
this one – which also celebrates the 50th anniversary of the Bitterne Local History Society will
do as well. The Bitterne Society has a museum and study centre at 225 Peartree Avenue,
Bitterne and holds information on local Diaper families.
Friday 15th April – performance of The Ship Titanic
The Sarah Siddons Fan Club theatre, this time joined by members of the City of Southampton
Orchestra, will be performing their play about the Titanic, which features the story of John
Diaper, at the newly refurbished and re-named West Gate Hall [formerly Tudor Merchants
Hall] on West Gate Street, Southampton. The evening begins at 7pm with music of the
period and the play starts at 7.30pm. Tickets are £6 and available from the Tourist
Information Centre, Civic Centre Rd, Southampton tel 023 8083 3333
Other local interest
For those of you with a computer have a look at the following link
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ul2DYr1iDlw It is a short clip about the old Itchen ferry, with a
song added to it.
Sea City Museum
Cheryl has recently sent an email asking if the new museum would include a section on the
Itchen Ferry boat and J class. We have not had a reply but it appears that unofficially that it

won’t. We think we should ask why won’t there be anything about this as formal question as
Diaper Heritage Association and apparently the best way to get an answer is by emailing to
actionline@southampton.gov.uk We asking for as many of our members as possible to email
them about this and also that we write to the most relevant councillor from the committee.
Crews on Sir Thomas Lipton’s Shamrock’s
We have recently had some contact from Mr Gordon Finlay who is the Archivist at the Royal
Ulster Yacht Club, with regard to crew information on Sir Thomas Liptons racing yachts all
named Shamrock I to VI. He is current in the process of compiling a list of all known crew
from a new source that has recently come to light. It is a book written by a Captain Robert
Wringe of Brightlingsea who commanded Shamrocks, I, II and IV. Mr. Finlay is hoping to
complete his work on this by early summer 2011, and will advise us a how to obtain more
details on this at that time. We will let our members know more about this as and when we
know more ourselves.
Genealogy
With regards to the family tree not much had been done since the last newsletter. We have
been continuing to check our existing data and ensuring that what we have is correct, where
amendments have been needed they have been done. Also any new information we pick up
on has been added. Over the last 6 weeks Julie has been unable to do much research due to
having had her leg in plaster. Now that Julie is mobile again she is preparing for the History
Fair being held be BHLS see information above.
Website
Nothing much has changed on the website; we are looking into the possibility of doing a
revamp of the site, but have not yet had the chance to get together with the group that
helped set it up. The forum/message boards are getting a lot of unwanted users and as fast
as Julie removes them more are added, we are working on this and hope to clear all the
unwanted users as soon as possible, but each one has to be done one at a time, which in
itself is time consuming.
Publications
We still have the following available to purchase:
Book - We Only Wore Shoes on a Sunday – £5.00 plus £2.50
post & packing.
DVD rom - The
Diaper
Family tree - £14.99 plus
£2.50 post & packing.

Book – Southampton’s Marquis and other mariners by Gerald Mornington
- £5.00 plus £2.50 post & packing.
If you wish to purchase any of the above, please send your requests
along with your payment (cheques made payable to Diaper Heritage
Association) to Julie. See below for details.
Email
Please note that Diaper Heritage has a separate Email address that can
also be used to contact us. You will find that in future the newsletters
will be sent from it. The email address is diaperheritage@hotmail.co.uk
Please be sure to add this to your address book so that you always receive our emails.
Contacts
Genealogy & Mailing list, Publications & General enquiries – Julie Barker, 31 Archery Road,
Woolston, Southampton. SO19 9EQ or tel: 023 8043 6062, (julie.dbarker@tiscali.co.uk).
Newsletter & website editorial – Cheryl Butler (cherylbutler@eastleigh.gov.uk) or 121 Bernard
Street, Southampton. SO14 3EA.
Website: www.diaperheritage.com
Email: diaperheritage@hotmail.co.uk

