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Sea City Museum
Early this year the DHA officially wrote to Southampton City Council to ask if the story of
Itchen Ferry and of the 'Shamrocks' and other yachts was going to be included in the new
Sea City Museum. Sadly the answer is No. Although the museum professes to tell the
story of Southampton's maritime heritage its current focus is 'Titanic'. The new museum is
scheduled to open in April 2012 and the exhibition will focus on 'Southampton's Titanic
Story' and 'Southampton-Gateway to the World' which will tell the story of the thousands
of people who passed through the city. There is an aspiration to develop future phases of
the museum but currently there is no time-scale and no resources to do that. However
there is going to be a temporary gallery in the museum where there is the intention of
exploring other maritime themes. On enquiring what upcoming themes were going to be
back in May, we are still awaiting a reply. They did acknowledge that the 'association was
very helpful when the Diaper exhibition was in the Maritime Museum' and that they are
'aware that the DHA is a unique and valuable source of maritime knowledge and expertise
and would be delighted to work with you in the future when specific project/events
transpire'
If we have further queries we should contact Victoria.DeWit@southampton.gov.uk. We
would suggest that as many members as possible contact Vicky to lobby for the story of
Itchen Ferry to feature in the Sea City Museum.
Diaper Sightings old & new
A Major Andrew Diaper-Clausen featured in the Bath
Chronicle earlier this year, he is the officer in charge of the
Salvation Army's Bath Citadel. Unfortunately he made the
paper because he had his laptop stolen – on which he had
been preparing a sermon on the eighth commandment –
thou shalt not steal!

Nicholas Deppres – is this one of our lost generation? - Spellings of the Diaper surname
vary quite a lot, especially in the late middle ages. Avid readers of the newsletter will know
that our earliest Diaper [Dypere] sightings in Southampton occur in the Brokage Books
from the 1420s through to the 1450s. They then appear to disappear – or more
accurately don't show in records – till they pop up in the 1520s-40s when we begin to get
our first set of wills. Nicholas Deppres is mentioned as a juror in the Common Court of
Southampton 1482-3 in a recently published Southampton Records Series volume edited
by Tom Olding. We no nothing more of Nicholas at this time but it does give us a potential
candidate to link up the fifteenth century Diapers and the sixteenth century Diapers.
The Tudor Revels
DHA are one of several heritage organisations who are bidding for some money from the
heritage lottery fund to do a project on Tudor Southampton [1485-1603]. As most of us

are descended from a Diaper living in Tudor Southampton we thought it would be a great
project to get involved with. We will get a chance to talk about our early Diapers and the
10,000 descendants that come down from them. As the project is attempting to gather a
database of all known people living in Southampton at the time of Tudors we might also
find some more Diapers as researchers comb all the records. If the project gets funding it
will be launched on 5th November 2011 with a study day at the University of
Southampton's Avenue campus about life in Tudor England, and in September 2012 there
will be a Michaelmas Fair Revels with lots of events, walks, talks, performances. So we
will keep you informed about how to get involved.
Titanic 2012
It is the centenary of the loss of the 'Titanic'
in April 2012, and the Diapers on the ship will
have their story told, alongside other stories
about local crew and passengers. John Lovell
Diaper will feature in a Titanic tour around
the borough of Eastleigh on April 1st. His
connection with the borough was his birth in
the workhouse at West End [now Moorgreen
hospital]. He worked as a grill cook on the
'Titanic' and was lost, his sister also born in
the workhouse, was supported by the 'Titanic'
fund. A full schedule of events will be out shortly and again we will let you know how you
can take part. West End parish council have commemorated others from the parish who
have associations with the Titanic including crewman James Jukes and Capt Rostron of the
rescue ship Carpathia we have enquired about having some mention of John Lovell Diaper
in time for but are still awaiting a response.
Website Update
With your editor incapacitated for a chunk of this year we have had to postpone our
planned update and refresh of the DHA website. However we have managed to improve
the 'chat room' where we had a lot of problems with unsolicited emails from people with
too much time on their hands who were definitely not interested in the history of Itchen
Ferry. The update to the chat room has meant that when people register they are not
immediately shown in the active members list. This means that Julie can edit and remove
people without have to worry about them being visible to everyone who might use the
message board. The removal of these people has also been made easier in that we can
now remove more that one person at a time, thus reducing the amount of time it take to
monitor the message boards.
Genealogy
The Family tree still continues to grow, although at a lot slower rate that before, which
gives more time to check records and ensure data is correctly recorded. We now have
access to the 1911 census, and Julie is working on checking all people with the surname
of Diaper against the records. We are hoping to check all descendants of the diaper
family, so as to record even more details about each individual where possible. If any one
has any queries please contact Julie (see contact details below). We will always do our
best to help, likewise if you have any amendments that need to be taken into account
please let us know, that way we can keep the family growing and as up to date as
possible.

Shamrocks
In issue 25 we did a piece on the crews of the Shamrock, but we have managed to
confuse some readers! Gordon Finlay who supplied the original information offers these
corrections 'Captain Robert Wringe was not the author of the discovered book that is the
new source I am browsing ..... the book was written much more recently by the greatnephew of Robert Wringe.' Sadly the author passed away in 2008 but Gordon is working
with the publisher and hopes to continue the research. He also passes on the following
'Lipton built six yachts named Shamrock. In 1907 the Americans refused to accept Lipton's
suggestion that the Challenger and Defender should conform to similar waterline
dimensions. Frustrated by that attitude, he withdrew his challenge and built the 23-metre
in 1908 to the then new International Rule. She was built to a specification above that
appropriate to a racing yacht. However, because Lipton never intended the 23-metre to be
a Challenger for the America's Cup she was not part of his numbered sequence.
Nonetheless, as your records show, later in her life she did serve as a pacemaker for the
Challenge from Shamrock IV in 1914 which due to the War did not get raced until 1920....
In Lloyd's Register Lipton's first boat will always be recorded as just plain Shamrock the
building of Shamrock II in 1901 led the first one being almost always described
retrospectively as Shamrock I .
Local History Fair

Cheryl was helping out with the Tudor Revels, hence the
rather eccentric costume! Whilst at the history fair we
had one of our members from abroad come and see us,
as she was here visiting family at the time.

End of Year Accounts
The Association remains in funds but the poor interest rates have really affected the
monies we keep on deposit. In the period April 1st 2010-March 2011 we only made £4.14
interest, when in previous years we were making over £400 in interest which well covered
our postage costs for newsletters. So we would appeal again that if you have recently got
yourself an e-mail please let us know so that we can send our newsletter electronically.
The electronic version will also allow you to see photos in colour, and more photos.
Contact Julie below with your details. We did not sell too many books and disks in
2010/11 however in the current year with attendance at events and taking books to talks
sales have picked up again.
Richard Parker memorial Update
You might recall in the previous newsletter we were trying to find out more about Sarah
Parker whose name has been added to the new Richard Parker memorial and who was
said to be his mother. Research by Julie and others have confirmed this is indeed an error.
With the help of Jim Brown another local historian, we have managed to resolve the riddle
of who is Sarah Parker. Daniel Parker Richards father had brothers, one called William
Parker who married Sarah Lonnon. When William Parker died and left Sarah a widow, she
in time remarried to Benjamin Parker also a brother of Daniel Parker. Sarah Parker named
on the new Richard Parker Memorial is in fact his Aunt, due to marrying into the family.

Publications
We still have the following available to purchase:
Book - We Only Wore Shoes on a Sunday – £5.00 plus £2.50
post & packing.
DVD rom - The
Diaper
Family tree - £14.99 plus
£2.50 post & packing.

Book – Southampton’s Marquis and other mariners by Gerald
Mornington - £5.00 plus £2.50 post & packing.
If you wish to purchase any of the above, please send your requests
along with your payment (cheques made payable to Diaper Heritage
Association) to Julie. See below for details.

With Regret
It is with regret that we acknowledge the passing of Roy E Parker on the 27th May 2011
whilst on a golfing holiday in Corfu. He was 74. Roy’s mother was Annie Mary Elizabeth
Diaper who married Henry Charles Parker.
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Newsletter & website editorial: Cheryl Butler (cheryl.butler@eastleigh.gov.uk) or 121
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