Diaper Newsletter no 27
Christmas & New Year
Seasons Greetings
A fairly quiet year for the association, the genealogy programme continues and the website 'chat
room' has been updated. Books sales have been steady and we were represented at the Local History
Fair. The current economic downturn has meant that although the association is in a financially
sound position our interest no longer covers our administration costs, which is mainly website
maintenance and postage so any one who has gone over to email please let us know! 2012 is going
to be a very busy year for the association with the Centenary of the Titanic, and The Tudor Revels
both happening so more on that below.
We also have a few Diapers we are trying to track, a Veronica Diaper who was an artist associated
with Buckingham Palace. We are particularly keen to find a photograph of John Lovell Diaper
who was sadly lost on the Titanic again see the piece below.

Veronica Diaper
Your editor was contacted recently by Keith Hamilton, heritage reporter on the Daily Echo, who
had recently purchased two pictures which were created by Veronica Diaper. Keith was keen to
know if Veronica featured in our family tree and if we had any further information about her. All
that he could deduce from the pictures was that at some point Veronica worked at Buckingham
Palace and one of the paintings featured a garden scene with what is assumed to be Princess
Margaret. We have one Veronica in the family tree but the dates and background information don't
seem to fit with the Veronica the artist. Do you have a Veronica Diaper in your family with a Royal
connection?
Diaper Titbits
In buying an old publication about Southampton Record Office published in 1966, Cheryl
discovered one of the illustrations used to illustrate the records deposited in the archives was the
1848 plan of the school and house at Pear Tree Green

Jean Provart writes
I found a fascinating book called Enterprise to Endeavour, the J Class Yachts by Ian Dear, I opened
the book at page 91 to find a captioned picture of Captain Diaper at the wheel of Shamrock V. The
book also mentions 'Dutch' Diaper and the Diaper family. 'Spooky' as Jean writes

St Michaels Workhouse, Southampton
The Southampton archives contain the guardians minutes for the workhouse in St Michael's parish.
In 1855 John Diaper was one of the guardians of the workhouse.
J Class 2012
Another thing of interest happening in 2012 is a J Class regatta scheduled for July. It is being
organised by Arrow Yacht Enterprises in Cheltenham and they are going to be marketing the event
in May. They have forwarded two websites which might be of interest:http://www.waverleyexcursions.co.uk
http://www.jclassyachts.com/2012-Regatta/2012-PRESS.pdf
With Regret
Kevin Rawlins wrote to us shortly after we had produced the last newsletter to let us know about
the death of his father John Rawlins, husband of Audrey Diaper. Our condolences go out to Kevin
and his family, Kevin is going to be joining the association to keep in touch himself on his Diaper
heritage.
April 2012
This April is the centenary of the fateful maiden voyage of the Titanic as several members of the
Diaper family were on that trip we have been watching with interest all the various events that have
been planned. There are a number of particular events that may be of interest to members. We will
send out further details but a few events for the diary but a few websites to keep an eye one
The Berry Theatre www.theberrytheatre.co.uk
Titanic Cities www.titaniccities.org.uk
Sarah Siddons Fan Club Theatre Company www.sarahsiddonsfanclub.org
Hamble Valley Tourist Guides www.hamblevalleyheritage.co.uk
31st March 11am guided walk around West End Village, and its many Titanic links, including the
work house in which John Lovell Diaper was born
31st March 4pm unveiling a plaque in West End Museum to the memory of John Lovell Diaper,
who served as a grill cook on Titanic and was lost, plaque sponsored by the Diaper Heritage
Association and Hedge End, West End & Botley area committee [We are still hoping for a road
naming as well]
1st April 11am guided theatre bus tour, from The Berry Theatre, Hedge End
1st April 2pm Titanic Voices – series of talks on the Titanic and a screening of the DHA film on
John Diaper, fireman and survivor from the Titanic
April 11th, 14th, 15th The Sarah Siddons Fan Club theatrical walking tour, Titanic, The Southampton
Story which references the stories of John Lovell Diaper and John Diaper.

New Deposit in the Southampton Archives
Archives collected and collated by former Ludlow Road school teacher Sybil Bartlett were recently
deposited in the Southampton Archives. Sybil was involved with the Ludlow school history project
which resulted in a plaque to the Ferry village being put up in Woolston and several members of the
Diaper family went to the school as part of an oral history project. The archives include
information on those visits and includes many interesting photographs that were obviously collected
the archives.

Tudor Revels
In September 2012 there will be a number of events focusing on Tudor Southampton, one of
particular interest will be looking at family history and genealogy, there will be case studies on
families who can trace their history back to the Tudor town, one of those case studies will be on the
Diaper family. A new website will be set up in March which will have details of this and all the
other events planned and we will let you know more details as the project develops. Once the
website address for the Revels becomes available we will let you know in the mean time of you
would like to find out more you can always send an email to :- info@tudorrevels.co.uk.
Genealogy
Julie is still updating the family tree with information from the 1911 census, as well as adding new
in new information as it comes to our attention. This will continue to be an ongoing process, so
please if you have any new additions to the family or new information you would like to share,
please contact us so we may add the details to our ever growing records. The update to the website
forum board has made managing the undesirable people that try to register on our board more easy
to control and they are not visible to any one using the forum, which makes for a much more
pleasant use of the forum.
Email Addresses
Please remember to let use know if you have an email address so that we may send you the
electronic version of our newsletter, and to help cut down our postage costs. We do not pass on
your email to anyone else without your permission and each person that receives the newsletter this
way is sent out individually to you all so that’s approx 300 emails. Also remember to let us know if
you change your email address so that we can continue to send them to you unless instructed other
wise.

Publications
We still have the following available to purchase:
Book - We Only Wore Shoes on a Sunday – £5.00 plus £2.50
post & packing.
DVD rom - The Diaper
Family tree - £14.99 plus

£2.50 post & packing.

Book – Southampton’s Marquis and other mariners by Gerald
Mornington - £5.00 plus £2.50 post & packing.
If you wish to purchase any of the above, please send your requests
along with your payment (cheques made payable to Diaper Heritage
Association) to Julie. See below for details.

Contacts
To contact the Association email at the following address: diaperheritage@hotmail.co.uk
Genealogy, Mailing List, Publications & General enquiries: Julie Barker, 31 Archery Road,
Woolston, Southampton SO19 9EQ or tel 023 8043 6062 (julie.dbarker@tiscali.co.uk)
Newsletter & website editorial: Cheryl Butler (cheryl.butler@eastleigh.gov.uk) or 121
Bernard Street, Southampton SO14 3EA
Website: www.diaperheritage.com

