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Accounts
The Association is still in the black in regard to the annual accounts, but we have had little or no
interest from our deposit account which was the monies we used to cover postage. As a community
account holder our options in regard to accruing interest in higher interest accounts is limited but
we have been able to move some money into a bond account which still gives us reasonable rate.
So if any members can switch to email newsletters, you will not only get more photos but also be
helping the finances.
Things Titanic
As part of the centenary commemorations for
RMS Titanic the Association had the opportunity
to work with The West End Local museum who
wanted to remember Titanic connections to the
village by commissioning a special plaque. In the
event two plaques were commissioned from the
artist Ron May, one which linked four men
together [Captain Rostron of the Carpathia, Fred
Woolley of the Titanic Relief Fund and crewmen
James Jukes and John Lovell Diaper]. The
plaque which represents the hull of Titanic was
also inscribed with fitting words from the poet
Pearl Elizabeth May.

All the men had had individual plaques presented to the museum over the years so DHA thought
it appropriate that John Lovell Diaper also had an individual plaque. This plaque represents the
decking and anchor chain and has John Lovell Diapers name inscribed as well as a separate
notation of its commissioning by The Diaper Heritage Association. John Lovell Diaper was, of
course, born in the workhouse in West End and sadly perished on Titanic on which he served as a
grill cook.

Members of the Lovell branch of the Diaper clan were at the unveiling which was undertaken by
the mayor of Eastleigh, Councillor Wayne Irish.

“Thank you very much for the photographs, I would also like to thank you and all those involved,
on behalf of the Lovell family for organising the event on Saturday and giving John Lovell some
recognition after all these years without a memorial”.
Best Regards Bill Lovell
“Thank you for the photo's. I will include them in my Family History project.
Also thank you for the event itself.
It's quite a thought that a baby who was born in the Workhouse way back in 1875 should be
honoured in such a way in 2012.
Best Regards Bob Saunders
John Woolley
At the unveiling your chair chanced to meet with the grandson of Fred Woolley who was very
pleased to meet with a member of the Diaper Heritage Association. The gentleman, called John
Woolley, had at one time a company which made lifeboats and he employed one Don Diaper as
part of the team. Apparently the builders would work straight through to lay the deck planks – kept
going by rum – rest assured the lifeboats were very well made!
Another Link
Ron May the artist who made the plaque for us, also has a link, he owns an Itchen Ferry boat called
Nellie which he keeps down at Bursledon, he has promised to write an article for us for a future
newsletter.
John Diaper & Charles Smith
Our two other Diaper/Titanic links were not forgotten. The film we made as part of the original
Diaper heritage project in 2006/7 about John Diaper was screened at a Titanic symposium held at
the Berry Theatre. That event also saw the launch of the Hamble Valley Titanic Trail leaflet, this
carries the story of John Lovell Diaper. We also re-screened the John Diaper film for a large
American tour group who were visiting Southampton to go on the Titanic memorial cruise. They
said the lecture about John was one of the highlights of their whole visit. The story of Charles Smith

was also included in a souvenir Titanic newspaper that was made and given out at a whole number
of events. All three stories also were used as historical background for a number of performances
about the Titanic.
Julie also manned the Diaper Heritage Association stand at
the symposium and made a couple of sales. Please see
below as it is still not too late to purchase one of our books
or the Diaper family tree on dvd rom.

Sea City Museum
Although the new Southampton Sea City Museum has much to recommend it, from the
perspective of the Titanic Diapers and the wider maritime history of Southampton, it is a bit
lacking. Our three Titanic Diapers are mentioned as crew but only with name and at least for one
of them incorrect age. As we know quite a bit about the three men it is a shame that this
information is not made available to visitors. Your editor’s visit was a brief one as part of the prelaunch soft openings but it didn’t look as if all the homes were on the map either. As for the
history of yachting and the J Class races or indeed the Itchen Ferry boat there is nothing in the very
small Gateway Exhibition Room which covers the other 2,000 years of history that does not include
the Titanic.
Richard Parker
The following message came from Paula McLeod
Dear Cheryl,
I have your details from the Diaper family newsletter. I was wondering if you would be able to help,
or have any advice on finding a venue for a play in Southampton. An old friend, Owen Thomas, of
mine has the most fantastic play "Richard Parker". Apart from the obvious connection and local
interest it is a fantastic dark comedy exploring the notion of coincidence. I've seen it performed
elsewhere and am convinced they should bring it to Southampton. I'm now trying to help them to
find a suitable venue so we can get started organising dates etc. they are based in South Wales so
are looking for "local help". I was also wondering if you had any idea what sort of level of interest
they could expect from the Richard Parker/Diaper family connection. My partner and I came
across the Diaper society having been to see the Richard Parker play you helped put on in the
Sheildhall a few years ago (the starting point of the string of coincidence that leads to me trying to
help organise this!!) On a final note if you know of anyone local who might be interested in helping
with bringing the play to Southampton feel free to forward this message on.... this sort of thing is a
bit new to me so a local "expert" would be much appreciated by the play-write (Owen Thomas) and
his wife (Amelia) who generally coordinates these events.
Many thanks in anticipation of any help/advice you can offer.
Paula

Since receiving the above message the following has taken place.

Diaper Surname
There is a new website that gives information on the history of surnames
http://www.surnamedb.com/Surname/Diaper#ixzz1qjpiI14R
It says that our unusual name has two possible origins. The first being locational ‘of Ypres (in
Belgium)’. The assimilation of foreigh names into English produces some interesting examples of
almost total identity loss. Alternate spellings of the name from this source have included De Ipra
(1140), Dipre (1185), De Ipres (1243) and Dypres (1296). The second suggestion is that the name
derives from the medieval English ‘dipper’ meaning a ‘diving bird’ or ‘kingfisher’ and was originally
given as a nickname to one skilled in diving or fishing. Variations in the idiom of the spelling
include Dipere, Dipper, Diaper etc. One Johnas Diaper married Elizabeth Harrwth on July 25th
1568 at St Andrew, Enfield, London and William, son of John Diaper, was christened at St
Botolph, Bishopsgate, London on July 2nd 1592. Alternate spellings include le Dipere (1227),
Dipper (1520), and Diaper (1687) Buxhall, Suffolk. The first recorded spelling of the family name
is shown to be that of William de Ipra, which was dated 1140, Seals of Lincolnshire, during the
reign of King Stephen, Count of Blois, 1135-1154. Surnames became necessary when governments
introduced personal taxation. In England this was known as the Poll Tax. Throughout the centuries
surnames in every country have continued to ‘develop’ often leading to astonishing variants of the
original spelling.
Email Addresses
Please remember to let use know if you have an email address so that we may send you the
electronic version of our newsletter, and to help cut down our postage costs. We do not pass on
your email to anyone else without your permission and each person that receives the newsletter this
way is sent out individually to you all so that’s approx 300 emails. Also remember to let us know if
you change your email address so that we can continue to send them to you unless instructed other
wise.
Genealogy
Julie still continues to update the family tree with information from the 1911 census records, This is
a slow process as there are so many Diaper names to get through, as well as other linked families of
that time. In the last week Julie has had a visit from A Diaper family descendant who resides in
Perth Australia, but is here a holiday. He took this opportunity to visit and purchase a copy of Our
dvd rom, and on his return home will be looking at his line of Diapers and is hoping to be able to
send us some updated information for our records.

Publications
We still have the following available to purchase:
Book - We Only Wore Shoes on a Sunday – £5.00 plus £2.50
post & packing.
DVD rom - The Diaper
Family tree - £14.99 plus
£2.50 post & packing.

Book – Southampton’s Marquis and other mariners by Gerald Mornington
- £3.00 plus £2.50 post & packing.
If you wish to purchase any of the above, please send your requests along
with your payment (cheques made payable to Diaper Heritage Association)
to Julie. See below for details.

Diaper Heritage Association Running Costs
Diaper Heritage enjoy publishing and sending out their periodical newsletters, however with the
ever rising costs of postage and the fact that we still send out almost 300 newsletters by post 2 or 3
times a years, along with the up keep of the Website and continuing work on the family tree, our
funds are gradually diminishing. We would like to remind our members that we are always happy
to accept donations to keep this project going.
Contacts
To contact the Association email at the following address: diaperheritage@hotmail.co.uk
Genealogy, Mailing List, Publications & General enquiries: Julie Barker, 31 Archery Road,
Woolston, Southampton SO19 9EQ or tel 023 8043 6062 (julie.dbarker@tiscali.co.uk)
Newsletter & website editorial: Cheryl Butler (cheryl.butler@eastleigh.gov.uk) or 121 Bernard
Street, Southampton SO14 3EA
Website: www.diaperheritage.com

