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End of year accounts
Despite the economic downturn we have managed to keep our heads above water
and thanks to those people who have switched to email newsletters and also those
members who kindly made donations to the association. We have sold a few books
and disks via a number of events and have only 26 copies of ‘We Only Wore Shoes
on a Sunday’ left, so expect them to go this year. There are only 38 discs with the
all family tree information that we have collated left. We are currently working
on a new publication under the DHA umbrella a book on Tudor Southampton which
will be available in September. And we will make sure some of our Tudor ancestors
are featured.
Tudor Revels
The Tudor Revels project is gearing up for the finale event 28/29 September this
year which will have talks, book launches, events, walks etc taking place. If anyone
wants to volunteer to staff the Diaper Book stall please let us know.
14th July Southampton Old Town immersive walk
Special extended walk departing from the Bargate, Southampton at 10am and
finishing at 3pm. This free walk will look at the whole medieval and Tudor town
visiting walls, vaults, churches. Bring a packed lunch as there will be a pause for a
picnic at Town Quay park mid way through the day. www.tudorrevels.co.uk
Centenary of the start of the First World War
Next year will see the anniversary of the start of World War I and a number of
commemorations and remembrances will take place. Your editor happened to be in
Eastleigh Library a little while ago and came a cross a book produced just after the
war ended which listed the names of those who had taken part. The writers
admitted that the list was not complete and I know that there were more Diapers
than those listed below who were involved. But it makes an interesting starting
point and maybe a prompt for us to do something on the website over the next
couple of years about the Diaper Family and their involvement in the conflict. So
detailed below are those who did get into the publication – if you have any stories
let us know! We have included pictures where we had them to go with the
information, if you have any photos related to the people below who we currently
don’t have a photo for, please forward to Julie at the email below.
National Role of the Great War 1914-18
National Publishing Company London
Miss A Diaper VAD
Volunteered 1915 served as a nurse at Westcliffe Hospital Hythe till 1916, discharged after
a year of good service. 1 Wincerton Terrace, Hythe
H J Diaper, Seaman Merchant Service
Volunteered 1915 posted to SS Somali, at landing of troops at Gallipoli, served till 1916
Holds Mercantile Marine War Medal & General Service Medal
1 Wincerton Terrace, Hythe

E C Diaper 1st Class Stoker RN
In the navy the outbreak of war, served on HMS Skipjack & Vindictive.
Minesweeping in the North Sea discharged January 1920.
Holds 1914-15 Star, General Service & Victory Medal.
28 Russell St, Southampton (pictured on the left)
F C Diaper AB Merchant Service
Serving before and during the war on HMS Plassey, served chiefly in
the Grand Fleet in the North Sea and present at the battle of Jutland,
still at sea in 1920. Holds Mercantile Marine War Medal & General
Service Medal
8 Albert Rd, Woolston, Southampton
G C Diaper AB Merchant Service
Joined July 1918 previously engaged in work of national importance
with London & South Western Railways. Posted to HMHS Guildford
Castle conveying wounded from France till November 1918 when he
was discharged
Holds Mercantile Marine War Medal & General Service Medal
94 Ludlow Rd, Itchen, Southampton (pictured on the left)

Miss H M Diaper Special War Worker
Volunteered clerical department Beaulieu, aircraft works Eastleigh, served
till September 1919
64 Whites Rd, Bitterne, Southampton
J Diaper, Private 1st Hampshire
Mobilised August 1914 went to the Western Front and wounded at
the battle of Mons and invalided home, then sent to Egypt on
garrison duty, returned home May 1919
Holds Mons Star, General Service Medal & Victoria Medal
14 Harrington Road, Southampton (pictured on the left)

W C Diaper AB Merchant Service
Volunteered August 1914 sent to HMS Dundreda, served in home waters, demobilise
September 1919
255 Northumberland Road, Southampton
Miss W M Diaper Special War Worker
Aircraft factory Cumberland Place, Southampton as short hand typist until
November 1919
64 Whites Road, Bitterne, Southampton (pictured on the left)

Sailors Hornpipe sent in by Ron May
Granddad Dunkley joined the Royal navy at twelve years old coming from a large family and
sleeping three to a bed, the services certainly held its attractions for young men growing up at

the end of the 19th century. He went straight to the Naval training school on the Isle of Man.
Renowned for its harsh regime what he went through would these days be termed as child
abuse however George Dunkley as I remember him in the early 1960s had remained a proud
and upright man One of few who had seen service in two world wars. Throughout his naval
career he served in the most powerful Navy in the world and would have witnessed major
changes in strategy and ship design. The Dreadnoughts of the First World War were really
just heavily armoured gun platforms (14ins of solid steel plate in the top sides) designed to
stand in line and slug it out with the enemy. At the Battle for the Dardanelles the British Navy
had been ordered in By Winston Churchill to take out Turkish shore batteries and secure the
straits for the British ships to shorten the First World War. However the batteries were high
up on the shore side, the guns of the dreadnoughts could not be elevated enough to reach them
and the result was the almost total destruction of the Mediterranean fleet. Granddad was lucky
to escape with his life but carried a scar on his face from a shrapnel wound. The Battle of
Jutland was probably the last action for the dreadnoughts of King George the V and his
Cousin the Kaiser. British superiority relied on its extraordinary rate of fire. Gun crews
trained relentlessly and used dangerous practice to achieve twice the rate of their German
counterparts. Sacks of Cordite (high explosive) were lined up along the decks ready for action
and blast doors were wedged open to speed the transport of ammunition, as one German
commander observed at Jutland We only hit her with one shell and she just blew up right in
front of us. Jutland resulted in a stalemate both sides licking its wounds and claiming victory
however shortly afterwards the whole German fleet surrendered and spent the rest of the war
at anchor in Scapa Flow until it was scuttled(sunk by its own crew). Admiral Sir Jackie Fisher
saw the way forward as the Battle Cruiser heavily armed but much lighter and faster a hit and
run machine HMS Hood 1923 was seen as the blueprint for the battleships of the Royal Navy,
such was the might of the British Navy at the end of world war 1, that when David Sir Lloyd
George presented Micheal Collins with the Anlo Irish agreement in 1921 It came with a
threat, sign it or the home fleet will remove Ireland from the face of the earth! And it could no
where in Ireland was out of range of our mighty 16in guns. Collins signed knowing that civil
war would ensue rather than face the consequences
This was the Navy in which Chief Petty Officer George Dunkley saw thirty years of service.
A posting overseas was then three years with no home leave hence Mums brothers were born
at three year intervals, the kids often had to be told who dad was when he came home.
Granddad saw further service between the wars with the Mediterranean fleet based in Malta,
his final posting was Portland on Minesweeping operations from where he would cycle home
and back for his leave. Long term service men never come ashore! The wife had been left at
home to build the nest and bring up a family expectant of the husbands return but when he
does come ashore he does not feel at home. Granddad was no exception although retired when
the second would war broke out he received his call up papers to go to Scotland and carry out
Naval training, he put on a great show of how sad he was to go but really he was over the
moon to be back in the Navy. After the award winning show that he put on for grandma he
went into the kitchen, Mum heard a noise and put her head round the door to observe
Granddad dancing a little jig - a Sailors Hornpipe.
Email Addresses
Please remember to let use know if you have an email address so that we may send you the
electronic version of our newsletter, and to help cut down our postage costs. We do not pass
on your email to anyone else without your permission and each person that receives the
newsletter this way is sent out individually to you all so that’s approx 300 emails. Also
remember to let us know if you change your email address so that we can continue to send
them to you unless instructed other wise.

Genealogy Update
The updating of the 1911 census information onto the family tree is still on going,
We are still working on checking all the relevant names against the 1911 census
and update them with any information that we do not already have.
At the moment we have no plans to bring out any updated publications, as the
amount of new data does not justify the costs involved. We are always happy to
check our records and advise people if we have any new information since 2009
when our last dvd rom (details below) was released.
Publications
We still have the following available to purchase:
Book - We Only Wore Shoes on a Sunday – £5.00 plus £2.50
post & packing.
DVD rom - The
Diaper Family tree £14.99 plus £2.50 post
& packing.

Book – Southampton’s Marquis and other mariners by Gerald
Mornington - £3.00 plus £2.50 post & packing.
If you wish to purchase any of the above, please send your requests
along with your payment (cheques made payable to Diaper Heritage
Association) to Julie. See below for details. If you live local you can
always call Julie and arrange to collect direct from her.

Contacts
Genealogy & Mailing list, Publications & General enquiries: Julie Barker, 31 Archery
Road,
Woolston,
Southampton.
SO19
9EQ
or
tel:
023
8043
6062,
(julie.dbarker@tiscali.co.uk).
Newsletter & website editorial: Cheryl Butler (cherylbutler@eastleigh.gov.uk) or 121
Bernard Street, Southampton. SO14 3EA.
Website: www.diaperheritage.com
Email: diaperheritage@hotmail.co.uk

