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We have finally signed off on our HLF grant and received our final payment. Our
budget projection was so good we were only £30 different with our actuals, so thanks to
the committee for all their hard work and financial management.
Genealogy
Just when you think its safe to produce a new edition of the family tree, new branches
appear! We thought we must have contacted every Diaper in the world but they still
keep popping up, so we are extending our self imposed deadline for a few more
months. Apologies if any of you have been having trouble contacting our genealogy
guru Julie Barker but she was let down by her new internet provider and has been off
line for several weeks. Guerrilla visits to internet cafes and understanding neighbours
mean she is just about managing to keep in touch. So hopefully by the time you
receive this newsletter normal service will have been resumed, but if you haven’t
received a reply please resend your email. Update as of 19th March Julie Barker is back
on line and is contactable again on julie.dbarker@tiscali.co.uk.
So in our endeavour to tie up more loose ends does anyone recognise any of these
errant family members
1. Benjamin Diaper born circa 1665 England married a Frances. had several
children including a Benjamin Diaper born 1690 in Bosham, Hampshire who married
and Eleanor born about 1688 also Bosham, Hampshire (as far as we know). We would
like to trace the parents of Benjamin Diaper who married Frances if possible, as this
would be a great link to the earlier part of our tree.
2. William Diaper married Sarah Ann Jarvis – September quarter of 1874 at
South Stoneham. They had the following children. Alice Rosetta Diaper (b 1875
Bitterne), William James Diaper (b Abt.1877 Bitterne), Florence Diaper (b About. 1879
Netley), Harriet Diaper (b Abt.1882 Bursledon), Percival E Diaper (b About. 1886
Hound) and Annie Christine May Diaper (b About. 1888 Netley). We need to locate
more information about William the father as we can not yet link him into the tree.
Latest family tree stats
Number of Individuals in the family tree are 8,968
The total number of marriages in the family tree is 2,714
The earliest Diaper listed is John Diaper (Dyaper) born circa 1500
The number of Family generations in the family tree currently stands as 21
There are 1,596 different surnames in the family tree.
We still have 2,322 individuals which we are trying to link up to the main Diaper Family
tree
Newsletter
Thanks to all those who have switched to email versions of the newsletter it really helps
with costs and we can be more adventurous with our layouts. If anyone else has
recently got an email address please forward to Julie Barker.

Occasional Articles: The old houses of Itchen Ferry
Peartree House
Peartree House was built
during the latter part of
the sixteenth century,
being
altered
and
enlarged
during
the
eighteenth century.
At
the beginning of the
eighteenth century the
property was occupied by
members of the Mylles
family, when that family
died out in 1780 it passed
to their relatives members
of the Waring and Speed
families. Both families were associated with Peartree Church, George Waring being
curate in the early nineteenth century with the Speed family being vicars for the
majority of the Victorian period. George Waring was probably responsible for the
addition of the crenellated stucco front to the building (The crenulations of Bitterne
Manor were constructed as around the same time – there may have been a certain
amount of rivalry between owners, Southampton was a prospering Spa town at this
time and many aristocrats and gentry building Palladian style or gothic revival house in
its environs). Waring's widow sold the property to Mrs Webber in 1828, who in turn
passed it on to General Shrapnel, inventor of the shrapnel shell – which the Duke of
Wellington credited with as one of the main reasons he was able to win the battle of
Waterloo. Shrapnel lived there until his death in 1843 when Rear Admiral Sir J
Wentworth Loring and his family occupied the house until 1853. Between 1854-1863 R
Hesketh was the owner after which the house remained vacant until 1866 when
George Errington lived there until he moved to Merry Oak in around 1875. James
Appleford is the next known occupant in 1886, followed in 1888 by Hugh Stanley
Morris. John Cruickshank bought the house in 1893 selling it in 1917 when it was used
as a short-lived school by Llewellyn Lewellin. Between 1918-1932 John Jackson was
the owner but much of the land around the house was developed in the 1930s and by
the late 1940s the house had become an hotel run by H. Peirce, acquired by
Southampton Corporation in 1949 it then became an old people's home and is currently
a rehabilitation centre.
(Coming in later editions: Peartree Lodge, Ridgeway, Woolston House, Weston Grove)
Publications
‘We only wore Shoes’ is doing well and helping to replenish funds, if you don’t have
your copy yet contact Angie Turtle details below
Copies are £5 to members plus £2 postage, Non members £10 plus £2.00 postage,
also still available is the ‘Marquis and other mariners’ also £5 plus £2.00 postage.
With Regret
We are sad to report the unexpected death of Liz Rothery a great supporter of the DHA
and a great asset helping us find those early Diapers in the records of the Bishops of
Winchester. The funeral was held at Peartree Church and was packed by people who
knew Liz, especially via her love of history.

Who Do You Think You Are? Live
The National History Show is being held at Olympia in London on the 2-4 May. You get
to meet some of the celebrities who took part in Who do you think you are? such as
Alistair McGowen and Nicky Campbell. TV historians such as Tony Robinson will also
be there. You can get one-to-one guidance on genealogy and attend workshops. For
further information www.whodoyouthinkyouare.co.uk
National Year of Reading
2008 is the national year of reading and Southampton Libraries are arranging a series
of event including, in September, one themed around local and family history. The
focus is on diaries and other family writings and your editor has been asked to give a
talk on Tom Diaper’s Log and other DHA writings on 18th September as a finale to the
day’s events. More information as soon as it’s available.
Meet The Ancestors
We intend to turn the spotlight on past Diapers and to tell their stories – or what we
have managed to piece together - so if have stories to tell about any of your ancestors
or about your search please send to :- 121 Bernard street, Southampton SO14 3EA or
email cherylbutler@eastleigh.gov.uk
There is always a Diaper where ever you look
Ken Follet's best seller 'The pillars of the earth' set in the 12th century features William
d'Ypres in a minor role as a Flemish mercenary fighting for King Stephen during the 19
long winters.
Previously we had come across John Diaper licensee of the Rose & Crown in French
Street in 1840 ,before moving on in 1847 to the Duke of Wellington in Bugle Street in
1847. Earlier directories now on line via the Port Cities website show him at the Rose
& Crown in 1836 and also have a M Diaper running The Cowherds up on the common
at the same time. Possibly the same John Diaper (although it would have made him a
great age at his death) appears as the publican of the Queen Charlotte in Simnel Street
(now the Endeavour) back in 1811. The same directory advertised the services of a Mr
W Blandford as the official letter carrier for Itchen Ferry.
News from down under
There are a growing number of association members in the antipodes who keep in
touch. Recently we heard from Barri Morland son of Emily Florence Diaper, Barry had
just received his copy of 'We only wore shoes on Sunday' which featured his
grandfather's naval record. Like so many Diapers however Barri's grandfather didn't
use his given name (Frederick Diaper) but was known as James. Barri is still trying to
track down his birth registration. So another puzzle for the genealogists. Barri also tells
us that the Ludlow school photo on page 40 features another of his relatives, the little
girl in the middle row second from the right is Lillian May Matthews, his mother-in-law,
still alive and kicking in Southampton aged 88.
Talking of nicknames
Michael Dible, whose family once owned Dibles Wharf, has sent us an extract from his
father's autobiography part of which was published in the Hampshire Advertiser &
Southampton Times and we will publish extracts from time to time. Mr Dible senior
recalls some of the nicknames , including the headmaster of Peartree school, Mr

Matthew Webster known as Old Johnny Doo. As Mr Dible knew eight John Diapers
and seven William Parkers, nicknames were something of a necessity. When Mr Head
took over the school he wanted to know the names of the pupils for the register
“just for devilment, the boys of Itchen had decided to give him their nicknames; so, on
his asking the first boy his name, he was answered:”'Puffy,' sir”; third “'Sartney,' sir”;
fourth, “Josram.'sir”; and so it went on , until he came to this last enquiry and the
answer came: “'Holy Moses', sir”.
I expect Mr Head thought that was the limit, and that a caning was deserved, but before
he could do so, the sister of 'Holy Moses' came on the scene, and had the master
begun, I am quite certain there would have been some fireworks that day at the school.
Anyhow the sequel was that neither 'Holy Moses' or his sister ever went there again,
and yet the boy had only done what the others had done – given his nickname – and
he was called that name right up to his death.”
Diaper Archives
The Association has already built
up a large archive, which is still
being
catalogued
and
will
ultimately be lodged at either the
Southampton archives or that of
the university for future study.
From time to time we are left
documents and photos from family
members who have sadly passed
away. One such was George
Henry Smith, who's daughter
Debbie Edmunds passed on
material to us recently. George
was from the Smith/Diaper branch
of the family, descended from Jane the daughter of
Mark Diaper (one of the more wealthy members of
the family during the time of the Napoleonic wars.)
Jane married John Smith, who gave his name to
Smith's Quay in Woolston, and who allegedly was
a French emigree who had fled the French
revolution (and probably made his money from
smuggling both goods and people across the
channel in those interesting times).
Among
George's photographs is one which he believed
was of another Smith/Diaper wedding (which is
attached to email versions of the newsletter or can
be looked at on our website in the newsletter
section). Does anyone recognise the picture? Also
there was a great photo of George's great
grandfather and his wife Mary Ann Grantham and
five of their children including Charles who was
later lost on the Titanic. More from George's
records in future newsletters.

Songs of Itchen Ferry
It's not just photos we get sent, we have recently received a new CD called Ebb & Flow
released by Woolston based singer, musician and songwriter Barry Wake. There are
fifteen songs including ones covering the rise and demise of shipbuilding in Woolston,
the tragedy of Richard Parker, RJ Mitchell of Spitfire fame, a plot at the ferry to murder
Henry V, the Titanic and the title track which is about Weston Shore. To hear a few
samples go to www.myspace.com/barrywake. CDs are available from Barry at £8 each
plus P&P tel 023 8043 2216 or email wake@talktalk.net
Contacts
Genealogy – Julie Barker (julie.dbarker@tiscali.co.uk)
Publications & general enquiries – Angie Turtle (djgeoffknight@msn.com or 023
80602195, 31 New Rd, Fair Oak, Eastleigh SO50 8EN)
Oral History – Anna Welch (anna.welch@southampton.gov.uk or 0781 2051095)
Newsletter & website – Cheryl Butler (cherylbutler@eastleigh.gov.uk or 121 Bernard St,
Southampton SO14 3EA)

