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Thanks to all our contributors who have sent us lots of interesting info for the newsletter
and also all those who have sent in new information for the family tree, that is all being
added and edited in readiness for the new disc version of the family tree, which we
confidently expect to be over 10,000 entries. Thanks for all the pre-orders which enable
us to budget correctly for the discs. Thanks also for those email respondents who took
part in our short survey about the possible new edition of the Log. Sadly the publisher we
were dealing with only wanted to produce a high end version with a £50 price tag which
wasn't what members were looking for so we are back on the hunt for a partner in this
project.
Diaper Tit Bits
With thanks to Carole Olding
Southampton Times Feb 26 1916 - 'The Boy and the Purses'
William Diaper aged 10 stole 2 purses containing 2 shillings and sixpence and 5 shillings
from Miss Mary Quayle assistant schoolmistress at St Mark's School and from Mrs Lavinia
Green of Inkerman Road. He admitted taking Miss Quayle's purse but said another boy
made him take the other purse. He was described as a 'bad boy' from a good home and
cautioned in the children's court being placed under the supervision of Miss Carpenter. A
check with the Southampton archives have revealed the only dedicated children's court
that they hold records for only date from 1940. There was an adult court in 1909 ten
years of records of which lost during the Second World War, and this could have been the
fate of any juvenile records. The quarter sessions also have a missing gap for the years
1840-1940. It could be however that there is something in the records for St Mark's
School, the Woolston school however was just for girls and infants from 1880.
Rye Castle
Whilst your editor was spending a weekend in Rye, she
chanced to visit the remains of the castle, which is the
oldest building open to the public in Rye. All that remains
is the Ypres Tower built in 1249. Originally know as
Baddings Tower it changed it's name when in 1439 the Rye
corporation sold the tower to Jean d'Ypres, a cloth
merchant who sold it on in 1452. An enterprising relative
perhaps?

Poor Gowns
In the minutes of Southampton council for 18 December 1789 one of the recipients of a
poor gown and coat on that day was William Diaper of Itchen
Royal Naval records
Whilst surfing the National archives three Diaper snippets popped up. In 1796 one James
Diaper was able seaman on the Royal George with the paybook number SB 1510, with his
next of kin being his wife Martha. The Royal George was a 100 gun ship launched at
Chatham in 1756. She foundered at Spithead off the Isle of Wight whilst being heeled

over for repair, water entering through her gunports. Some 900 lives were lost in the
disaster. The wreck was the site of some of the earliest underwater salvage work using
diving equipment in the 1830s and 1840s.
A James Diaper is also found serving on HMS Havick, pay book SB121 in 1798, shipping as
a carpenter with a wife called Mary. The Havick was a quarter deck sloop, originally dutch
built in 1784 after capture by the English Havick served in the Channel till she was
wrecked in St Aubin's bay in a storm in 1800.
Back in 1768 Richard Hughes naval commissioner in Portsmouth received a letter allowing
Samuel Hellard and George Diaper, shipwrights, to go to sea in the Dorsetshire. The
Dorsetshire was a 70 gun, 3rd rater and had been launched in 1757 and was broken up in
1775.
1811 Census
the population of Itchen Ferry in 1811 was 499 male and 318 female inhabitants
Houses of old Itchen
Weston Grove

Weston Grove was built in 1801 for William
Chamberlayne on a site just south of
Archery Road. The house had extensive
views of Southampton Water. In 1825
William Cobbett wrote of the place:
'to those who like water scenes....it is the
prettiest spot, I believe, in all England'
In 1811 William Chamberlayne inherited
extensive property left to his father by
Thomas Dummer. Yet he still spent much
of his time at Weston Grove with his sister Charlotte, and died there in 1829. Charlotte
died two years later (see their memorials in Pear Tree Church).
In 1829 the
Chamberlayne estates passed to William's nephew, Thomas Chamberlayne, who was the
first President of the Hampshire County Cricket Club when it was founded in 1863. He let
Weston Grove to various tenants and in 1854 sold a northern part of the estate to Robert
Wright who built Mayfield there. From the early 1840s until about 1855 West Grove was
occupied by John Trower, but the house was then empty for a while till Charles Taylor
lived there between 1858-1863. From about 18661878 it was occupied by R F Bevan, but then
reverted to use by the Chamberlayne family.
Thomas died in 1871 and his younger son Tankerville
became the new owner. He was a keen sportsman,
especially enjoying yachting. He was also MP for
Southampton from 1892-6 and 1900-10. The house
was let for short periods to R M P Moss, then Mrs
Price and from 1908-1914 to Alexander Macdonald.
Its outlook was however totally spoilt in 1914 by the
construction of the brick-built, steel-rolling mills on
Weston shore. The house remained unoccupied after
1914 being demolished around 1940, the rolling mills
met the same fate some years later and the area is
now given over to housing.
Pictures of Weston House and William Chamberlayne

From Ninian Stewart (in response to our tit bit in newsletter 18)
Ninian believes the 'Robert Carr' mentioned should in fact be 'Charles Barr' who was the
professional skipper in the American yacht defending the America's Cup against Sir
Thomas Lipton's first three challenges (with Shamrocks I, II & III, none of which has a
Diaper as professional skipper). Charles Barr had been employed in a yacht by Ninian's
Scottish great-grandfather, on which his elder brother James was skipper. They were
both Scotsmen. Charles died of a heart-attack in
Southampton sometime before World War I.
Sherman Hoyt was the New York Yacht Club's
representative in Shamrock IV, in the first post
World War I race. In his autobiography he refers to
the Diaper on board as 'supernumary mate'. The
yacht was helmed for Sir Thomas by W P Burton,
later Sir William Burton, and he brought his own
professional skipper Captain Turner. (Ninian also
comments that the 'appalling weather' only meant a
wind speed in the 30s!) Ninian also recommends as
a source for Alf Diaper's exploits in the America's
Cup contest of 1920, the John Nicholson memoirs of
his years at Camper & Nicholson's Yacht Yard: Great
Years in Yachting published by Nautical Publishing
Co in 1970 SBN 245 50304 8 pp. 112-115, where he
talks about Alf, his yachts, personal appearance and
character. It covers his days as skipper in Istria
1912 through to Westward up until 1939
Alfred Diaper & crew of the Istria – 1912

Diary Dates
Any one who missed our commissioned play on John Diaper and the 'Titanic' don't forget
to catch a new production happening at the Totton Drama Festival at the beautiful Hanger
Farm arts centre on the week of 23 March, for ticket information & exact date for the play
contact the box office on: 023 8066 7683
Who Do You Think You Are? Live 2009
27 Feb – 1 Mar Olympia, London, Pre buy tickets at 2 for one, ie two for £20 by calling
0844 412 4629 or visit www.whodoyouthinkyouarelive.co.uk
Includes: Society of Genealogists Family History Show with TheGenealogist.co.uk; Ask the
Experts; Society of Genealogists workshops; Who Do You Think You Are? Theatre; Military
Memorabilia Checkpoint; DNA; Photography and preservation of memories; ancestral
tourism and travel and international record holders.
Warneford
We have had a few of our correspondents looking into who the writer of Tales of the
Coastguard might have been (see previous newsletter). Our thanks to Richard Porter for
his detailed letter. Richard reports that the British Museum catalogue of printed books
records the name of Warneford as a pseudonym but does not record the writers real
name. Warneford wrote several naval based books including Running the Blockade, Tales
of the Slave Squadron, The Jolly Boat. Tales of the Coastguard seems to have been his
most successful book, with four editions by 1877 and a translation into German in 1858.

Richard feels that the writer must have had first hand knowledge of the area as well as
having a naval background. An anthology of 1880 asserts Warneford's real name to have
been William Howard Russell, but gives no source material for this assertion. Russell had
been a famous Times correspondent during the Crimea War but has no obvious link with
Itchen Ferry.
Photograph

Richard Porter above has been trying to find an original
copy of the photograph of Sea Road taken after a snow
fall, which we used for the Diaper Oral History Card. If
anyone has an original tucked away in an album can you
let us know. Richard is interested in the date and any
original caption.
Oral History Postcard – reference only

More Photos
John Unwin of the Unwin Diaper branch recently forwarded
some photos for the family tree and we particularly liked the
one below of a group of Itchen ferry sailors. In the centre
of the back row is John Joseph Unwin who was the son of
Thomas Unwin and Elizabeth Ann Diaper. In a long ago
Echo article the gentleman to the right of Thomas Unwin
was identified as Tom Diaper of the Log however we have
doubts as he does not look much like other well
authenticated pictures of Tom, and if anything we think the
chap looks more like Alfred. Does anyone else recognise the
photograph and any of the men pictured ?

Crew of the Flica
Paul Diaper has alerted us to this request from the current owner of the Flica who is trying
to trace crew members of the Flica of the 1930s. There is a photo on his web site where
one crew member has been identified as William Page and the skipper as Herbert Diaper,
if you want to have a look and maybe identify other crew the link is
http://www.americascupmasters.com/Americas_Cup_Masters/News/Entries/2008/12/9_Wil
liam_
New Magazine
A new magazine has been created for the Woolston & Itchen area called The Scene it will
come out bi-monthly and covers topics of local interest. The association has been asked
to contribute a regular article, the first copy will be out in Feb/March. So even more need
for interesting snippets from our members!!
System Crash!!
Please bear with us if you have ordered the DVD of the updated family tree and genealogy
information. Our tree is so big is has caused the new version of Family Treemaker from
ancestry.com to go into meltdown. We have had to go back to an older version of the

software that can still manage our tree following long distant calls to America between our
Julie and a bewildered Ancestry spokesperson who couldn't believe we had a tree of our
size. Super whiz Julie has worked out how to compress some of the information to make
the software work but this has taken some time and so Julie has not been able to add the
most recent family details. She will be getting on with this now and you will get your
DVDs fairly soon.
Genealogy Update
The family tree is now updated, with only one more amendment to be double checked
before putting onto disc in readiness for the new DVD rom. The next step will be to
prepare the generation’s detailed report, which was also delayed due to the file size
problems that we encountered, but since the file compression has been done, Julie has
been able to get back on track, and catch up on most of the delay that this problem had
caused. The family tree continues to grow. New information always seems to come to
light just when we think all is slowing right down.
Email contact details
Please can we remind people to let us know if you have an email address so that we may
send future newsletters to you electronically. Also if you change your email address please
can you let us know as well. This all helps us to cut down postage costs and reduces the
amount of paper used.
Stop Press
Unfortunately our secretary Angie has to take a leave of absence due to a family illness,
Julie it taking over as The Association’s main contact for the time being please see below
for more details, please be patient as Julie take’s over and if you have any queries, can
you please pass them onto Julie thanks.
Contacts
Genealogy & Mailing list, Publications & General enquiries – Julie Barker, 31 Archery Rd,
Woolston, Southampton SO19 9EQ or tel: 023 8043 6082, (julie.dbarker@tiscali.co.uk).
Newsletter & website editorial – Cheryl Butler (cherylbutler@eastleigh.gov.uk) or 121
Bernard St, Southampton SO14 3EA.

