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Thank You for Your Patience!
The updated version of the family tree and reports is now ready, with 9,740 individuals
included, 7,454 all linked back to one common Diaper ancestor, many more photographs and
background information the disk is a must have for anyone interested in the family tree. As
you can see however our task is still not
complete as we still have 2,200 family
members to link in and believe it or not we
are still welcoming new members! So if you
can solve any of the mysteries please let us
know as we will continue to work on
improving the tree even more but we
estimate it will be a few years before we can
bring out version 3! Thanks for those who
pre-ordered
which
enabled
us
to
commission the new version and if you did
not order but would like a copy of the disk
please send a cheque for £17.49 (£14.99 +
£2.50p&p) (overseas prices may vary
depending on postal charges.) Made
payable to Diaper Heritage Association. (see
contact details for address)
Website & Oral History
The recent glitches in the site seem to have been sorted out, but if any one experiences any
problems please can you advise us, so that we can
keep a record of these issues, and hopefully get
them sorted out. With this in mind we can now start
the updating of the oral history section shortly to
include some of the sound bites! At long last we
have had our recording returned from the oral
history archive at Southampton so we can add
information to our own website. We still have some
copies of our book on the history of Itchen Ferry 'We
only wore shoes on Sunday] taken from the 30
interviews we conducted and including a DVD at just
£5 plus £2.50p&p to family members (overseas
postage may vary). Sales of the books are what
funds the organisation helping us to maintain the
website, produce and distribute newsletters and
continue research, so if you don't have a copy and
would like one, all you need to do is send your order
along with your payment to the contact address
listed below. Cheques should be made payable to
Diaper Heritage Association.

Titbits
Read in 'Queens Consort' by Lisa Hilton in the chapter on Matilda of Boulogne, wife of King
Stephen “After a second conference with a party from London in June at St Albans, the
Empress proceeded to Westminster. Initially, the citizens had been reluctant to receive her,
as Matilda of Boulogne's forces, under her Flemish captain William of Ypres (d'ypres), were
laying waste to the land on the Surrey shore”
Itchen Ferry Plaque
An email has been received from Cllr Matt Jones
of Peartree Ward who has become concerned that
the Itchen Ferry commemorative plaque in Hazel
Road was stolen in 2008. It had been installed in
1989 following on from a local history project by
the children of Ludlow School. Because no-one
has a record of who cast the original plaque, it
has not bee possible to make a duplicate. Some
family members did take part in the Ludlow
School project so if anyone has any background
knowledge of the project please let us know. Cllr
Jones is now looking at the possibility of a second
local history project and has asked the Association
if we would like to get involved. We have asked
to be kept in touch with the project as it develops
to see if we can support it. We also asked the
councillor to consider a plaque commemorating the Diaper family, as unlike many other of the
ferry families, there is no road name recognising the significance of the family in the history
of the village.
Old words
In the twelfth century the old English word for steward was dapifer
Another Diaper sighting
Sometime between 1449-1461 one Henry Dyper was granted a piece of land in St Albans by
the Prioress and convent of St Mary de Pre, to hold as a farm. Henry Dyper was bailiff of St
Albans during the reign of Henry VI, in the year 1438-9.
Town Cook
Edward Phillater, town cook of Southampton in 1615 was granted the right to manage all the
Town's oyster beds which the fishermen of Weston and elsewhere were taking from but not
replacing with young fry. Phillater gained the right on condition he restocked and provided
the town with oysters at not more than 2d. per hundred. Oysters which would have been
fished by Diaper ancestors were, in the middle ages, a cheap food associated with the poor
rather than the delicacy they are seen as today.
Probate inventories
The inventory of the late John Weaste, shipwright in 1571, gave Robert Dyper, husbandman
as surety. He also commended his son Richard to the custody of Robert Dyper his neighbour
and trusty friend. Dyper was also named as one of the overseer's of the will.

Ferries
The Southampton Isle of Wight & South of England, Royal
Mail steam packet company commemorative book on the
companies centenary 1861-1961, features a photograph of
Captain C. C. H. Diaper (picture on the left) who had served
the company since 1932. Most widely know as the master of
MV Vecta. The Vecta was built in 1938, was 199' in length
and 30' in breadth with a gross tonnage of 630 and a speed of
14K. Built at Thorneycroft's and named after the Roman
name for the Isle of Wight, Vectis, until it was discovered a
barge already had the name so the name was changed to
Vecta, which was according to Sir Richard Worsley (1751) an
authority on the Isle of Wight, as the name by which the
island was known in very early times. Capt Diaper had
previously served on the Gracie Fields and some of his memoirs can be found in our
publication “We only wore shoes on Sunday”. The centenary book adds to the story.
Launched by the singer whose name the ship took, Miss Fields was presented with a brooch
as a memento made up of an emerald, ruby, pearl and sapphire, the names of four of the
first ships acquired by the company. At the launching Miss Fields sang 'Sing as we go'.
During the Second World War the ship was a minesweeper with Dover command and on 28
May 1940 she went to Dunkirk and returned to Margate with 280 troops. Next day she took
about 750 troops off La Panne beach but was attacked by dive bombers being hit amidships.
Other craft took off the troops and HMS Pangbourne, damaged herself, took the ship in tow
but at 1.30am her crew had to be taken off as the Gracie Fields was sinking.
Message from one of our correspondents
Richard Porter had written to us early trying to trace the original print which we had used for
the DHA oral history card, showing Sea Road after a snowfall. After more sleuthing Richard
reports that a reduced version was used by Ann Galbraith in her booklet The Diaper Family of
Itchen & Woolston, titled there Hill Street, Itchen Ferry. He continues: Hill Street was the
previous name of Sea Road, the name being changed sometime between 1921 and 1925. In
the nineteenth century the road was called 'High Street' on the 1897 Ordnance Survey map of
1897. Another larger reproduction also appears in Geoffrey Hampson's 1975 publication
Southampton old and new where it is dated as c1905. And is described as a flourishing village
street which leads under the Southampton to Netley railway down to the old harbour on the
eastern bank of the Itchen. Richard has found a third reproduction as a laminated photo in
the University of Southampton, Cope Collection. No one version reproduces the full extent of
the postcard, so it is likely our copy is from original in the Cope Collection. The photo was
taken near the junction of Hill Street with Back Lane (later called Davies Road c1927) at
about national grid reference SU 43687 11474. Excellent detective work!
House of old Itchen
Chessel House was built in 1796 for David Lance, a Southampton businessman who was
sheriff of Hampshire in 1807. The grounds had views of the river Itchen and Southampton,
and took several years to complete. Jane Austen visited Chessel House several times
between 1806-1809 as she was a friend of Mrs Lance, she would cross the river by ferry,
walk up Peartree Green to the house and then walk down Lances Hill back to her home in
Southampton. The Lances left in about 1820. Chessel House then became the home of Lord
Ashtown, who was famous in his time for his attempts to convert the Irish to Protestantism.
It may have been he who commissioned the oil painting of Chessel from William Shayer. In
about 1840 Lord Ashtown departed and the property was acquired by Sir William Richardson.

He died in 1848, and after his wife's death in 1854 the house passed to his elder son, William
Henry Richardson who lived there until his death in 1906. He was always remembered as a
very generous person, especially towards the poor people of the neighbourhood. The house
remained empty until the estate was sold to developers in 1911 and the house was
demolished in the mid 1920s.

MALCOLM PIERCE BOOK
Searching for an Ancestor in the Merchant Marine
The association has received a complementary copy of the above booklet courtesy of Malcolm
Pierce, the booklet is a practical guide and case study for anyone wanting to research any
ancestor who has a merchant marine background it costs £5 inc p&p and is available now
direct from Malcolm, see below. Malcolm has also just completed a biography of his greatgreat-grandfather Captain John Skinner. Malcolm writes:
Certainly a contemporary of Tom Diaper, and possibly an acquaintance, Captain John Skinner
was one of the community of expert seafarers around the Itchen Ferry whose reputations
went before them. They were renowned for their service on sailing and steam yachts in the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Captain Skinner started his life in Poole but he
chose to live in the Southampton area, in Totton and Woolston, from the late 1890’s to the
mid-1920’s. His career spanned sailing and steam ships for the coastal trade and further a
field, sailing and steam yachts for pleasure cruising and drifter patrol against submarines in
the First World War.
In the new post-war world he commanded both Admiralty and commercial ocean-going
steam-tugs around North and South America before throwing in his lot with those trying to
break into the illicit liquor trade with Prohibition bound America. As Captain of the Istar, the
‘Queen of the rum-runners’, he experienced both the height of the trade and its fading
success. At last he returned to steam yacht cruising taking Montague Grahame-White’s
fabulously luxurious Alacrity on a world tour which was cut short for him, due to illness, in
Rangoon in 1927. It is very rare to find a complete record of a sailor’s life and career let alone
one that was so extensive, varied and interesting as John Skinner’s.
Captain John Skinner and the Age of the Steam Yacht. A Biography. His Life and
Times (1861-1928): From Miller’s Boy to Master Mariner. (Armadillo Press, County
Durham, 2009). ISBN: 978-0-9551717-3-4. Cost £12-99. The book has 254 pages, a fullcolour cover, 44 internal illustrations and two appendices. It has an index and it is
fully footnoted, with separate lists for references and sources.
It can be ordered from any bookstore for £12-99 but will be sent by return of post if a
cheque for £14, made payable only to Malcolm Pearce, is sent to 11, Cedar Court,

Langley Park, County Durham DH7 9FG. Please remember to include your cheque
and your address. Order from August 2009.

With Regret
John Diaper, twin brother of George Diaper, sons of John Diaper survivor of the Titanic
sinking, passed away peacefully in his sleep on the 15th May, our thoughts are with his widow
Brenda and the family. The brothers had many mementos of their father which we were
kindly allowed to use for our Diaper event about the families connection with the Titanic; we
are pleased that we managed to solve that link to the Titanic whilst John was still with us.
We are also sorry to report that John Larcombe another early supporter of our project has
also recently passed away and our condolences go to Yvonne and daughter Janet.
Ordering Information
Anyone who wishes to order any of our publications that are still available to buy, please
contact Julie Barker and she will be able to advise of current prices and availability. Or
alternatively you can download our current order form from our website, under the section
marked Genealogy.
Newsletters by Email
We are still looking to send more of our newsletters out by email, so if anyone has recently
started using the internet, and has an email address we would love to be able to send you
our electronic version of this newsletter. Also we would like to remind people who that if you
change your email address please be sure to let us know, so that we may amend our records.
All you need to do is contact Julie Barker (see details below), as she will be only to happy to
help. A big thank you to those of you who already receive your newsletters by email.
Contact Information
Genealogy & Mailing list, Publications & General enquiries – Julie Barker, 31 Archery Road,
Woolston, Southampton. SO19 9EQ or tel: 023 8043 6062, (julie.dbarker@tiscali.co.uk).
Newsletter & website editorial – Cheryl Butler (cherylbutler@eastleigh.gov.uk) or 121 Bernard
Street, Southampton. SO14 3EA.

DIAPER HERITAGE ASSOCIATION
GENEOLOGY CD & BOOK
ORDER FORM
To date over 7,000 entries and over 500 photographs have been entered into the family
tree plus descendants’ reports, source information and acknowledgements. Information
is copyrighted to the Diaper Heritage Association. The new edition DVD rom will have
updated versions of both Volume 1 of the book in Generation report format and Volume
2 in family tree display format, as well as an index of individuals for the tree display.
Name…...............................................................................................................................
Address.................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
Telephone Number………………………………………………………………………
Email Address……………………………………………………………………………
£
I would like to order........... DVDrom @ £14.99 + £2.50 p&p per item

…….….

I would like to order……. We only wore shoe on a Sunday – Oral
History memories @ £5.00 + £2.50 p&p (members)

………..

I would like to order……. We only wore shoes on a Sunday – Oral
History memories @ £10.00 + £2.50 p&p ( non members)

………..

I would like to order……... of Southampton’s Marquis and other
mariners by Gerald Mornington @ £5.00 + £2.50 p&p per item ….…….
I would like to order…….. The Diaper Heritage Association
2010 Calender @ £5.00 including p&p

.……….
Total £ .............

Postage and packing for UK, overseas postage costs will vary. Please make cheques
payable to the Diaper Heritage Association and send to 31 Archery Road, Woolston,
Southampton, Hampshire. SO19 9EQ

