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As all the shops are already getting out their Christmas stocks we thought we should be doing
the same and this newsletter contains information on the DHA stocking fillers that are
available. It has been a quieter year this year but we did achieve the new enlarged version of
the family tree which we have received lots of positive feedback and which has already
stimulated more information to come in – so no rest for Julie! We have experienced some
niggles with the website this year so have not loaded much new information but we hope
everything has now settled down so that we can finally upload some audio snippets onto the
oral history pages. Remember if you have any family stories, interesting research you want to
share or any requests for help with your branch of the tree please get in touch. We are still
keen to make that link with the East Anglian branch and are sure some one must have that
one marriage certificate that would make all the difference! So we hope you all have an
enjoyable festive season. Editor
Earlier sighting
One of our lost generations of early Diapers has shown up in the records of the Southampton
town stewards.
In 1521-2 William Dyper worked on the bulwarks to defend the sea from the saltmarsh
30 Oct 3 days at 5d 15d
8 November three and half days at 5d 17 ½ d
13 November 6 days at 5d 2/6
20 November 5 days at 5d 2/1
22 December 5 days at 5d 2/1
14 January 1 day at 5d
In 1542 William Dyper worked for one day on repairs upon Henry Elyetts house and received
4d
[Early Diapers in Southampton town: John Dypere, carter flourished 1420-30s, John Dypere,
carter flourished 1460s, William Dyper, labourer flourished 1520-40s, William Diaper & wife
Alice Diaper flourished 1580s, John Diaper, bill man 1580s, these lived on East Street, we also
have a note supplied by a member of Ruth and James Diaper living on the same street in 1573
but as yet have not been able to verify the reference. Early Diapers in Itchen: earliest will was
for John Diaper who flourished 1500-56 and died in Winchester where the early Diapers
travelled as carters, his probably son Robert was a husbandman in Weston and is fairly well
documented and flourished 1530-76 and from whom our tree descends. Flourished is a term
used by historians when it is not obvious what the birth and death dates are for an individual and
indicates the years they appear in the records, which usually equate to their working life as
adults.]
The Other Richard Parker
We are all familiar with the story of the young cabin boy Richard Parker, sacrificed by his
shipwrecked shipmates. However the name 'Richard Parker' was popular among the family and
there were several others, and some just as notorious. In 1782 in the British Magazine and
Review Vol. 1 pp. 313-14 there is a report about an “ 'orrible murder!”
Richard Parker committed to Winchester gaol charged with the wilful murder of Elizabeth Vere
a young woman from Stoneham, Hants. They had been going out for over three (here the text is
damaged it could be months or weeks?) and usually spent their Sunday afternoons together. On
the 8th (month unknown) they arranged to meet in a lane leading from Itchen Ferry to Botley.

She set out with a friend, from West End, but admitted she was afraid of Parker's temper and
had a mind not to meet him. The friend persuaded her that she should go with the old saying
'The falling out of lovers is the way of love'. Elizabeth then went on to meet Parker. He
apparently beat her over the head, one of her eyes was 'entirely knocked out' and her neck
broken. She was then dragged into a field of barley and covered with straw and branches from
the Sunday evening until Wednesday evening, when he returned and dragged her out again and
threw her body into a pond at the bottom on the lane above mentioned. Her body was found the
next morning.
Parker was arrested twice and released due to lack of evidence. The second time they hoped he
might betray his guilt by running away, but he didn't. Two witnesses now came forward one to
say they had seen Parker and a young woman at the place of the murder on the Sunday night and
another claimed to have seen a man carrying a body towards a pond on the Wednesday evening.
This was sufficient to put him in gaol to wait for the next Assizes.
As yet we don't know the result, so if anyone is looking at the Hampshire Chronicle for Assize
reports in 1782 see if you can find if he was hung, transported or released.
With Regret
Violet Beryl Barrett (nee Dickinson) – known as Peggy passed away on 9th September 2009.
Peggy was one of the many grand children of Tom Diaper, who wrote “Tom Diaper’s Log”
Tales from the Churchyard at Peartree
There is no standard form
for war memorials so each
community or benefactor
decided on what was
desirable, as Woolston
was
not
part
of
Southampton the men
from the village were not
included
on
Southampton's cenotaph in
Watts Park. There are 40
names on the memorial at
Peartree all from the First
World War, thankfully there are no Diapers listed but they would no doubt have known the men
that fell. On some of the head stones in the church a carving of an anchor can be seen, this can
have an obvious maritime symbolism but can also men hope. Some of the inscriptions can
given genealogist, local historians or just interested parties a sad insight into the life and death
of the time.
For example on the grave of James Jurd the inscription reads 'James Jurd drowned off Town
Quay from fishing smack Eliza 25 June 1847 aged 40 and son who was drowned in the sinking
of the yacht Daisy in Southampton Water and who was found and buried in this churchyard 25
July 1856 aged 19', so even so close to home a life at sea could be dangerous. Jurds widow and
seven children was left destitute and had to rely on charity to assist the family.
Christmas Presents
With Christmas fast approaching Diaper Heritage would like to let everyone know that the
following are still available as ideal stocking fillers.
The Diaper Family Tree on DVD rom (computer use only) £14.99 plus £2.50 p&p each.
Our Oral History book “We Only Wore Shoes On A Sunday” £5.00 plus £2.50 p&p each.

The Diaper Heritage Association Calendar (in slimline cd jewel case) £5.00 inc. p&p each.
Also “The Southampton Marquis and other Mariners” book £5.00 plus £2.50 p&p each.
To order any of the above, please send your order along with your payment (cheques to be made
payable to Diaper Heritage Association) to Julie Barker – see contact details at the end of this
newsletter.
Apprentice Document
With all the proposals for new style
apprenticeship in the newspapers it
reminded your editor of a document
that was donated to the Diaper
archive, the apprentice document for
George
Henry
Smith
who
successfully
completed
his
st
apprenticeship on May 1 1888.
George had agreed to 'faithfully and
honestly' serve Thomas Ridley
Oswald
of
Woolston,
iron
shipbuilder and engineer for a period
of five years as a joiner. For his first
year as an apprentice young George
earned three shillings a week, rising a
shilling a week for the second, third
and fourth years and in his last year it
leapt up to eight shillings a week. The document was witnessed by George's father, also called
George Henry on the 20th January 1883. In the same set of documents is a letter on George's
retirement, sadly undated but being prior to 1939, signed by all his work pals, it seems George
may have been ill and that hastened his retirement as the letter refers to him being able to get
about again and continues “But at the same time they [his workmates] are very sorry that you
will not be working with us again more especially the “Painter Squad” who have asked me to
tell you that they will miss you very much, turning the old screws out and turning them back
again in the old fittings. But Old Pal, I suppose we have all got to recognise that Time Flies.”
George's son Sydney followed him as an apprentice at Thornycrofts [which had taken over
Oswalds] being signed on as an apprentice fitter and turner on 30th May 1927. The Smith family
link with the Diapers dates back to the turn of the nineteenth century when Jane Diaper married
John Smith.
Poor Gowns
In the records of Peartree Church there are references to a gown being given to poor
parishioners, including a William Diaper, but it was not clear how or why this tradition started.
In looking through old newspaper cuttings an article written by local historian Elsie Sandell
many years ago it seems that the scheme was set up by Nathaniel Mill a wealthy Southampton
merchant who back in the seventeenth century owned the 500 acre manor of Woolston. In his
will of 1635 he left £2 to the 'poor of the parish of St Mary-over-the-water' plus to one poor
person of Itchen Ferry, Pear Tree, Ridgeway, Weston etc a gown or coat to be given four days
before Christmas at the discretion of the minister of the Jesus chapel, plus 16s in cash.

The Steam Floating Bridge
In 1838 the bridge was described at 'one
of the neatest and most commodious
boat passages in Europe'. There was no
need to undo one buckle of the harness
of the horses and coaches it carried and
best of all 'passengers could regale
themselves during the crossing with
fruits, pastry and cooling confections,
and beverages ...at the usual cost'. It
was considered 'most elegant and
desirable in every way.
Attack on Itchen Ferry
In 1797 England leaved in fear of a French invasion and in this year the Southampton Volunteer
Cavalry was formed by Major William Smith, the collector of customs. In addition three
volunteer infantry corps were also raised: The Southampton Volunteers under Captain William
Tinling, the Portswood Green Volunteers lead by Walter Taylor who by profession was an
engineer who specialised in improving equipment for the Royal Navy, and the Associated
Householders under Sir Yelverton Peyton. By 1803 these volunteer corps had been
amalgamated into one under the command of Josias Jackson of Bellevue House, and a unit of
Sea Fencibles were also raised [this latter had so many Diapers involved mostly called Tom, that
the men had to be known by numbers i.e. Tom 1, Tom 2 etc]. In December 1803 almost 2,000
local volunteers were reviewed by the Duke of Cumberland on Shirley Common and as fears of
invasion grew the next spring saw an exercise in which volunteers from Southampton and other
areas staged a mock attack on Pear Tree Green from the River Itchen. It sounds reminiscent of
the use made of Woolston by troops preparing for the D Day invasion in 1944.
East Anglian Diapers
We are still trying to find
that elusive link between the
Diapers of Itchen and those
of East Anglia so if anyone
has any information that
might help the genealogists
would love to hear from
you. In the meantime one of
our Southampton clan who
has relocated to Ipswich
recently sent us an article
that appeared in the East
Anglian Daily Times about
one Geoffrey Diaper who
has recently retired after 61
years selling hand-made footwear – after keeping a promise to his wife not to stop working till
he reached ninety! They are now setting off on a Caribbean cruise to celebrate fifty years of
marriage. Photographs of Geoffrey that appeared in the newspaper show that genes will out –
he certainly has the Diaper nose!!
Genealogical Queries

With the article about Geoffrey Diaper above, Julie decided to do a bit of research to see if we
could find out a bit more about Geoffrey Diaper. The following has been found using the
internet and would need to be verified as correct; the information has been gathered using some
of the details that were available in the newspaper article. Geoffrey Diaper’s father William
Roland Diaper – born about the 1st quarter of 1891 in Stow. Died about the 1st quarter of 1927 in
Sudbury, William may have married Mabel May Buckle in the 2nd quarter of 1918 in Bosmere,
Suffolk. According to the Newspaper article Mabel died in 1958. Geoffrey R Diaper may have
been born in the 2nd quarter 1919 in Essex, Suffolk. His Mothers maiden name was listed as
Buckle. Geoffrey R Diaper married Beryl E Howe in 1959 Sudbury Suffolk, and had a daughter
Rowena E Diaper born in1962. Rowena has a daughter called Lauren.
If any of our Diaper family can add more to this going back before William Roland Diaper we
would love to hear from you all.
Contacts
Genealogy & Mailing list, Publications & General Enquiries – Julie Barker, 31 Archery Road,
Woolston, Southampton. SO19 9EQ or tel: 023 8043 6062, (julie.dbarker@tiscali.co.uk).
Newsletter & Website Editorial – Cheryl Butler (cherylbutler@eastleigh.gov.uk) or 121 Bernard
Street, Southampton. SO14 3EA.

Wishing you all a Happy Christmas

